BIO Curriculum Committee

Approved Minutes

Monday, April 6, 2009

1:00-2:30 PM

105 Biological Sciences Bldg

ATTENDEES: Ding, Breitenberger, Eakins, Hetherington, Wrensch, Daniels, Park, Suo, Severtis

1. Approve minutes from 2/23/09
· Typo- 4f- regarding H783 (“8 cr hr and 2 qtrs”)- Caroline will check with Dave Stetson to see if that is accurate 

Daniels, Wrensch- UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED
2. Induction of new chair- Biao Ding

3. Bio-Math Track (update)

· Math made all suggested changes

· Will appear at Sciences CCI Subcommittee tomorrow, where Caroline Breitenberger will bring her concurrence letter at that time

4. New SIS (Student Information System) issue: sub-plans
· Has majors called “plans”, which are really just majors- they can have more than 1 plan; within plans can be built-in sub-plans (for instance, within Bio plan will be sub-plans, which have been sent to BIO for verification by major)

· Molecular Genetics has Photography and Software as sub-plans
· These sub-plans don’t seem relevant here- Susan Cole (copy Anita Hopper) used to deal with curriculum issues; Caroline will contact them

· Entomology- has Plant Protection as a sub-plan- contact Susan Fisher

5. Molecular Genetics 660 & 661
· Math would like to start a Masters program (MS in Mathematical Biology); plan on accepting students into the program who will not have Bio much beyond Introductory Biology.  They would like to provide students with fast-paced coursework to cover the basics in Biology to prepare them for their coursework.  Will bring those with backgrounds in Physics, Chemistry, Math, etc into Biology aspects.
· This course is taught at least twice already, in MG 500 and MG 581 and Biochem 511- what are the differences between these and the proposed course? These topics are covered thoroughly in other courses.  Why not use existing courses rather than develop a new course designed to do the same thing?  Rationale is not sufficient
· The 500-level courses outside of their dept are adequate for grad students

· Purpose of this course is to get students up to speed in Bio, not math
· Not open to students who have credit for 500 (likely because this course is similar to the content in the proposed course)

· If students come into 500 or 581 with a Physics background, for example, the students will be lost because of the level of vocabulary already in place
· Custom-designed course for students with no Biology background; making a section of an existing course “open to non-Bio” students only is repetitive

· Why a 600-level?  Less focused than 500-level courses already on the books; just because covering more topics does not constitute a grad-level listing
· Questions on content coverage:
· Students cannot repeat an undergrad major in Bio Sci; at some point their Bio Sci has to be spoon-fed, hopefully to get enough information to make sufficient models; at some point a baseline of Biology information for non-Bio majors must be set, and these courses are that baseline
· Tough to do a quick coverage of necessary Biology in courses like these; much like teaching smatterings of Math in 2 courses to non-Math majors; Foundations courses at the Undergrad level for Master’s students should be required

· Should pick recent examples of quantitative research, point them to the important aspects of the examples in the text and then discuss; Depth of presentation not likely to meet existing 500-level courses 
· Quantitative approaches- The link to Math is not well-described; This book is not Math-based; it is Intro to Molecular Bio, nearly all Microbial
· Expecting 20 students per year in this course sequence

· Better off taking MG 500 & Biochem 511 to pick up all of this material

· Bio-Phys students take Biochem 615, having struggled in Biochem 511 & then 615

· Should be a cross-listed course with Math, change course title to include “Quantitative” if that is what it is; it appears just Biological not mathematical
· Prereq: explicate the Introductory Biology prereq- does it include more than 1 course?

· Exclusion statement to include: Bio Sci majors to not count in their majors
· What is the next course after the sequence?  What other similar courses do they offer?  
· Perhaps they need to clarify their content with more detail, more detailed individual topics so that the Committee can better vet the courses- is the quantitative approach in reviewing homework during class?  How is course time spent?
· The program is named Math Biology- with these topics they should call it Bio Math
· Caroline will invite Erich Grotewold to the next BIO CC meeting?

SENT BACK

6. Reorganization Update

· With new course deadlines, course changes have to be into OAA sooner

· Mole Gen has subcommittees working on curriculum with the reorg approaching in undergrad and grad- no potential changes in 09-10

· Discussion to get rid of College Curriculum Committees to move all proposals to CCI Subcommittees

